I n the other project, for the National I nstitutes of Health, researchers are exploring the effects of an education program on the degree of compliance with high blood pressure treatment The Kaiser Medical Center in Santa Clara, California is participating in this study. The subjects are 300 Lockheed employees known to have high blood pressure.
Chadwick points out that it is considerably less expensive to send technicians to the job site than to send employees to the clinic, particu larly for the latter and for their company, which frequently pays much of the bi II.
For example, he says, in the SRI/Lockheed/Kaiser projects, it costs about a dollar to send a technician to the job site, whereas "if you go to the medical center, your 42 time alone is probably worth $10 or $15 or more.
"The medical center will charge another $10 or $15 for their time," he goes on to say, "so it could cost as much as $30 for a single measurement But you have to have repeated measurements to determine what the blood pressure really is because it can vary a lot"
The lower cost of on-the-job measurements makes it feasible to monitor coronary risk factors over an extended period and thus perhaps to detect a dangerous condition that might otherwise remain hidden.
The article tells of a patient at the Stanford Medical Clinic who was suspected of having a bad heart even though he tested normal at the clinic. The doctors equipped him with a portable electrocardiogram (ECG) machine, which later that evening was recording the electrical patterns of his heart as he died of a heart attack while watching a football game on TV.
By analyzing this pattern, the doctors were able to trace the onset of the attack to a moment of intense excitement during the game.
"If he reacted so violently to a spectator sport," says Dr. SRI is an independent, nonprofit organization that performs contract research for worldwide clients in business, industry and government ACS AWARDS GRANT TO DR. IRVING J. SELIKOFF Can the air you breathe, what you eat or how you make your living increase your risk of getting cancer?
The American Cancer Society has awarded a $228,245 grant to I IVing J. Selikoff, M.D., director of Mt. Sinai's Environmental Sciences Laboratory, to study the possibilities and to help find some answers to these questions.
The Society has supported Dr. Selikoffs environmental research since 1971 with a total of more than $1,000,000 in grants.
"Dr. Selikoff has been a leader in environmental cancer research," said Hugh R.K. Barber, M.D., president of the Society's New York City Division, "and his work is of vital importance since environmental factors are suspected causes of many types of cancer."
Dr. Selikoffs research in 1976-77 will include studies with asbestos, vinyl chloride, cotton textiles, arsenic, benzene and combinations of substances which may cause cancer.
Further information is available from the American Cancer Society, New York City Division, Inc., 19 W. 56th sr, New York, N.Y. 10019.
